
FLIES AR
E PO

LLIN
ATO

R
S!

M
any people think of flies as pests, and certainly there are m

any pest 
species. Few

er people realize the beneficial activities provided by flies, 
including pest control, food for birds and fish, decom

posers and soil 
conditioners, as w

ell as w
ater quality indicators, and pollinators of m

any 
plants. D

epending on the region, the tim
e of the day, the flow

ering 
phenology and w

eather conditions, flies m
ay be the m

ain or exclusive 
pollinators, or share pollination services w

ith bees and other pollinators. 
S
om

e of the pollinating flies: H
over, B

ee (fly), Tachinid, R
obber.

The H
o

ve
r fly is se

co
n

d
 B

E
S

T
 

P
o

llin
a
to

r and a great predator!
                

                            Tachinid fly                                          
	

	
H

over fly

N
o ch

o
co

la
te

 w
ithout flies: 

For the cocoa tree 
(Theobrom

a cacao) fly 
pollination is essential for 
fruit production, w

ith 
various levels of self-
incom

patibility present in 
different cocoa varieties.  
Very sm

all m
idges of the 

fam
ilies C

eratopogonidae 
and C

ecidom
yiidae pollinate 

the sm
all w

hite flow
ers 

em
erging from

 the stem
s. 

In addition to these 
m

idges, O
rnidia obesa (a 

flow
er fly) m

ay visit the 
cocoa flow

ers, since it is 
w

idespread in tropical cocoa 
plantations and larvae live 
in organic w

aste in the 
m

oist environm
ent.
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